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Alleluia!! Christ is risen!!!  Welcome to worship this morning!  Prince of Peace is a 
congregation of people who are called to Live, Learn and Grow in the Word of God.  We 
strive to be faithful disciples in the world through our care for each other, our hospitality to 
those who come here to share in the fellowship of Christ, and our service to those who are in 
need in our community and throughout the world.   

If you are visiting with us today, WELCOME!!  Please take a moment to sign the guest 
register on the Usher’s stand in the narthex and introduce yourself to the pastor. 

We are now in the Season of Easter.  The Alleluias are back, the music is much more festive 
and the melancholy days of Lent have given way to the joy of Easter and the celebration of the 
Risen Christ.  It is in this season where we hear about the resurrection stories of Jesus and 
we move from talk about resurrection to the coming of the Holy Spirit on the last Sunday of 
Easter, Pentecost.    

         Pastor Bill Schaefer    

          

Some Practical Things:  

• Restrooms are located in the Sunday School section of the building.  Walk out of the 
sanctuary and continue across the narthex, through the double doors and the restrooms 
will be on your right after you pass the two class rooms.  There is a water station across 
from the restrooms for your convenience. 

• Children: All children, even those who chat, cry, laugh or are having a rough morning, are 
always welcome here.  If your child needs to move about, please feel free to walk 
around the back of the church or in the Narthex with your child during the service.   

• Holy Communion: We celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion every Sunday at 
Prince of Peace. All baptized Christians who believe in the real presence of Christ in the 
Sacrament are welcome at this, the Lord’s Table, to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. You will find more information in this worship folder. Our ushers will help 
guide you.  

• Prayer Requests:  If there is someone you wish us to pray for over the next few days or 
weeks, please take a moment to fill out one of the white prayer cards that is in the pew 
racks and either give it to the pastor or one of the ushers or place it in the offering plate.   

• If you are interested in membership here at Prince of Peace, please take a moment to 
speak with the pastor before you leave for more information about the congregation and 
membership.  

 

 



GATHERING 
ANNOUNCMENTS AND PRELUDE 
Please stand as you are able 
GATHERING HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 

 
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-720198. 
All rights reserved. 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 



 



 

P (boldly) Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C (boldly) He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 

us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share 
his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever 

C Amen 
Please be seated 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles 
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, 
however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down 
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he died. 
Lector The word of the Lord.   
C  Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2 Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
        for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
 15 My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
        and from those who persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s 
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience 
through Jesus Christ. 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands 
in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his 



marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
Lector The word of the Lord.   
C  Thanks be to God. 
  
Please stand as you are able 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
The holy gospel according to St. John in the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through 
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place 
where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to you, O Christ.  Please be seated 



SERMON  The Rev. William Schaefer 
Please stand as you are able 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

 
 
 



THE NICENE CREED 
P Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
     through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
          he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
     who has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
Please kneel or sit as you are able 
 
P Lord in your mercy. 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
When the prayers have concluded 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your love 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 



PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Please stand as you are able and greet each other with the Peace of Christ as you are most 
comfortable and please respect how those around you choose to share the Peace. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The offering plate is located near the Sanctuary doors into the 
                Gathering Space 
 

MEAL 
Please stand as you are able 
OFFERTORY    Let the Vineyards  

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  Merciful Father, 
C We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, our time 

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



DIALOGUE 

 

 
 
PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 
 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory.  You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  We give you 
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all 
things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes. 

C Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  To you, O God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P These are the gifts of God for the people of God, come for the banquet is now ready. 
 

 

 
COMMUNION 
Please be seated.  As we gather around the table of our Lord, all Baptized Christians who believe in the real 
presence of Christ in the Sacrament are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion this morning.  
Children visiting with us today, who receive the Sacrament in their home congregation, should follow the practices 
from that congregation.  If you do not wish to receive the Sacrament this morning, you are invited to come forward 
for a blessing.  Please indicate this to the Pastor as you come forward.  The Sacrament will be distributed in both 
bread and wine today.  The Usher will invite you forward.   
 
On the first Sunday of the Month and on Festival Sundays we will commune at altar rail. Please fill in the altar rail 
from the organ side around to the pulpit side and you may kneel or stand to receive the Sacrament today.  You will 
receive the bread from the pastor and then the Lay Assistant will come to you with a tray of pre-filled wine glasses.  
Carefully take one and drink the wine. Gluten-free wafers are available – ask the Pastor for them when you come 
forward. If you wish to receive grape juice today, please take a glass from the small tray as you come forward. 
Proceed toward the side aisle and there will be a basket on the end of the pew for you to dispose of your used cup.  
Then return to your seat via the side aisles.   
 
On other Sundays, you will come forward and take a glass of wine from the large trays on your left or grape juice 
from the small tray.  Proceed to the pastor who will give you a wafer.  Consume the Sacrament and place your 
used cup in the trays on the front pews.  Return to your seat via the side aisles.  After all have communed, please 
stand as you are able.  

 

 

 

 

 



P May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in His 
grace to life everlasting. 

C Amen 
 
P Let us pray.  Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. We pray this in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord's face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  In the 
name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN  I Know That My Redeemer Lives!  (Printed on the next page) 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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