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Reforming is Rethinking about Yourself

As | sit here to write this newsletter article, it is the day before my heart catheterization. It is two and a half :
years since all this craziness with my health struggles began. While | feel good, there are t-hings that | need to come to |
a realization about. | have significant changes that | must make in my life. | must make changes that will lead me to
better health and thus will allow me to fully live out my calling in Christ.

This is what Reformation is in the end — making changes to assure that the Gospel is rightly preached and lived
out through the Church. Luther saw how the Church had begun to not see the Gospel as a freeing and liberating word
for life, but as a way to extract more from the people than their worship and faithful living. The gospel was seen as
the thing that freed people of sin and death, but the selling of indulgences to get people freed by their own work.
Luther knew that our freedom came by God’s free gift of grace through our faith. Luther saw what was wrong with
the Church, wrote about it with a prescription for its healing and reformed and reshaped its life so that it could be
healthier and so that faith could be lived out in every part of its life and ministry.

My changes will be to my eating habits, exercise regiment, and creating a healthier work/life balance. | am
beginning to put together a reformation plan for my life. | recognize the dis-ease in my life and am working to find a
better way. | will take more time for daily devotion, spending time with God and growing my faith. | will spend more
quality time with Jen and my family. | will change the priorities of my life so that | can better live out who God is
calling me to be.

Just like the reality that the Church needed to change during the Reformation, so it is with us that we must
recognize the places within ourselves that need reforming. | ask you to look within yourselves and see the places of |
reformation that you may need. It may be in lifestyle, it may be in how you practice your faith, it may be in how you
care for your mental health, but do not be afraid to look deeper. God is calling each of us to be the best version of
ourselves that we can be. For that to happen for me, it requires change. It requires reforming how | see things.

| invite you to join me on this journey. |invite you to look deep within yourself to find the changes that will
make you the best version of who God is calling you to be. Our journeys will look different, but our goal is the same:
better living for God and for ourselves.

Yours in Christ,

fosh &7/




Finance September Worship Attendance
TREASURER’S REPORT —~August 2026
CURRENT FUND Sept 6th 6 (8am) 33(10:30am)
Beginning Balance $ 236.82 Sept 13th ‘ 36
Receipls $  12,859.13 Sept 20th 30
Disbursements $  12.483.34 Sept 27th 45
Ending Balance $ 612.61
Please bring a friend!
BENEVOLENCE
2026 Pledge $ 14,500.00
8 months Pledge $ 9,666.66 .
Received as of 8/31/26 § 11,0838 Monthly Bible Quotes
Difference Over/(Under) 1,441.72 ) . ) ]
YTD (may not added yet) He will feed his flock like a shepherd. He will carry the
Paid out as of 08/31/26 9,736.38 lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart. He
will gently lead the mother sheep with their young. ~

BUILDING FUND Isatah 40:11
Beginning Balance $ 25,731.01
Receipts - Offering + inv 5 1,712,00 Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to
Roof $ 915.00 teach us. They give us hope and encouragement as we
Tota{%?fsf ;cﬁh}gg lance g—zmﬁ wait patiently for God’s promises. So I pray that God
Repairs - trfl:)e 5 T who gives you hope, will keep you happy and full of
Rolgf $ 500.00 peace as you believe in him, May you overflow with
Property Tax $ N hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Insurance  S— ~Romans 15: 4 and 13

Ending $ 27,858.24

Balance

The 2026 elected council officers are:

President- Betsy Naggy, Vice President — Pat Maatta, Secretary — Vickie Onusko, Treasurer — Zack Davis,
Also appointed, Financial Secretary- Vickie Onusko and Assistant Treasurer — Kellie Douglas.

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE
Zack Davis, Betsy Naggy — Ministry Chairs

Winning the Prize

We like winning! How did you feel the last time you won a card game, a board game, a tennis match, or a
round of golf? Winning gives us great joy., Whether the winning prize is money, ribbons, trophies, or just an
“attaboy” or “attagirl,” we work harder, and we give it our maximum effort to earn the prize.

In the 9™ chapter of 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul refers to the contest of running. To be the fastest runner,
runners go through disciplined training to make themselves faster so they can cross the finish line first and
win the prize. 1 Corinthians 9:24-25 reads, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one
receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do
it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.” The Apostle Paul urges Christians to live their
faith with that same drive, purpose, and commitment seeking to honor God. He refers to a much more
important event than runners running a race to win a prize that won’t last. He refers to a race that involves
life and death. The special prize that Paul refers to in these verses is the imperishable prize of eternal life
rather than temporary pleasures. The prize is a life with Jesus forever!



Although Paul contrasted the two different prizes, he does refer to the similarities in the effort needed to run
both races, Runners train diligently for their races through strict training. The Christian disciplines himself,
making his body his “slave,” all “for the sake of the Gospel, that [he] may share with them in its blessings”
(1 Corinthians 9:23). We are filled and refreshed as we spend time in God’s Word, worship regularly, pray
often, and receive His Sacraments. As Christians, we know we can be faithful in what we do because God is
within us, and He strengthens us. He entrusts us with time, talent, and money to be His instruments of
service to others. God calls us to be faithful in our service to Him through serving others. “So then, as we
have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith”
(Galatians 6:10).

As God’s people, we need to keep our focus on the all-important prize and, with God’s help, not to allow
temporary successes in this life interfere with the goal of receiving the most wonderful prize which is eternal
life with Him. As the Apostle Paul told the church in Corinth, “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible
gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15).

EVANGELISM AND FELLOWSHIP
Vickie Onusko, Amy Schultz, Kathy Petrill, Mary Nelson — Ministry Chairs
Ann Frye & Carol Fannie - liaisons for TNT

TNT resumed September the 3™ at El Vaquero in Ligonier, about 23 attended, October 1% will be at
Applebee’s, sign-up sheet is in the gathering space (or call the office). All are welcome, you do not have to
be a member and you are welcome to bring guests.

Approximately 50 people attended the End of Life seminar on Sept 13%, All agreed it was very informative.

OUTREACH
Janice Migyanka, Mary Nelson, — Ministry Chairs

Special Summer Projects

e TMeal in a bag for Men’s Mission —There are typically 5-7 items costing around $10 that you
purchase and place in a two-gallon zip lock bag and return. The list and recipe for the meal are in the
bag and the bag for return is provided.

s The Baggaley care closet is being re-energized, they need snacks and single items for kids. Also they
have requested underwear.

¢ Food Bank Collections - the Latrobe Food Pantry is collecting non-perishable food items. Please
make sure they are not past their expiration date. We continue to collect the items that food stamps
do not cover. The item for October is paper towels and toilet paper.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Paster Bill & Ron Rethi — Ministry Chairs

Bible study continues on Wednesday at 1:00pm, all welcome and you do not have to attend every week,
come when you are able. Confirmation has 3 children and Pastor is scheduling as available with his health
appointments.

PROPERTY AND HOUSE
Terry Spiker, Frank Feldbaum — Ministry Chair

We are looking into the carpeting in the sanctuary along with a hand rail at the step. Trying to keep up with
landscape items outside, THANK YOU to whoever pulled weeds!! One more groundhog was trapped and re-
deployed. Also looking at a hand grip or railing by the outside step by pastor’s office entrance.




WORSHIP AND MUSIC
Pat Maatta, Kate Petrill, Karen Chamberlain — Ministry Chairs

The bells are back!! Thanks to Cathie and Pastor.
The 8:00am service will resume the 3" Sunday of each month beginning in October.

We will continue to post the 10:30 am worship service on Facebook at www.facebook.com/poplatrobe
and as a link on our website www.princeofpeacelatrobe.com

WORSHA

ASSTS TANTTS

Communion Lav Reader Counters
Assistant
October 4th Vickie Onusko Betsy Naggy Kellie Douglas & Suzy Clevenger
October 10th Vickie Onusko & Cathie Schall
October 18th Kellie Douglas Betsy Naggy & Janie Hayden
October 25th Cathie Schall Kellie Douglas Ed Sparber & Kathy Bangor
Altar Care: Vickie Onusko Usher
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Congreg

Celebration and Care

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Chain, call Debbie Prohaska @ 724-691-4297 to be put
on the phone chain.

Prayer is an essential part of who we are as a people of God. Below is a list of people
from our congregation to keep in your daily prayers. If you know of others who
O}Qd should be added to these lists, please contact the church office with the names,
] 4 o If you or someone you know from the congregation is in the hospital or is at home
r @ur and sick and needs a visit from Pastor Bill, piease call 724-664-4861 so that he can
{*  schedule a visit. The pastor will not know unless you tell the hospital to call.

rauery ©), From our congregation: Audrey Spangler, Becky Planinsek, Debbie & George

Lindsey, Dee, Esther Toth, James Schultz, Janet Vid, Kevin Spangler, Margy
Williams, Sheila Thompson, and Sue Wintermeyer.

QOur Shut-in members: Ken Lloyd (Loyalhanna Suites), Ginger Warren (Barnes Place)

Jane Six (Ligonier Gardens).

Others in need of our prayers: Bill, Desitee, Don, Judy James, Leslie, Marie, Nancy, Paula, Scott, and

Tom.

Those in the Military: Jacob Hay, Mait Mickinak and Joseph Walters
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The Women will meet monthly on the third Sunday at 9am in the Fellowship Hall, please join us! Our next
meeting will be October 18th. At our September meeting we had 7 attendees and we made cards for our
veterans. All are welcome to join us and you don’t need to come very week but come when you are able.

Luther and the Bible

Reformation Day is celebrated by many Protestant churches
on October 31. It commemorates the Reformation and honors
leaders such as Martin Luther, whose courage and conviction
helped shape church history.

Luther’s life was threatened because he spoke out against
practices he believed did not reflect the true mission of the
Church. Forced into hiding, he found refuge at Wartburg
Castle as the guest of the ruler of Saxony.

While there, Luther took on an enormous task: translating the
Bible from the original languages into German. This was no
simple project. At the time, Germany was made up of many
regional dialects, making communication difficuit from one
area to another.

Luther wanted ordinary people to clearly understand God’s
Word. To make sure his translation used everyday language,
he is said to have listened carefully to common speech, even
consulting the castle’s butcher for familiar expressions and
wording.

Luther’s translation became a tremendous gift to the German
people. Not only did it place Scripture into the hands of
everyday readers, but the language he used also helped unify
the many German dialects. In that sense, Martin Luther is
often considered one of the fathers of the modern German
language.

Pastor (Clergy) Appreciation: Grateful for Faithful Leadership

October gives us a special opportunity to thank the pastors who teach, encourage, pray and care

for our congregation. May we honor their faithful service, support them with our prayers and
remind them that their ministry makes a meaningful difference in the lives of many.




Baptisms

10 | Ken Iloyd 6 | Tan Semasko 14 | Bob & Elaine Woller
13 | Shane Battistoni 7 | Matthew Black 22 | David & Nancy Matheny
Lisa Mentch 8 | Kathy Petrill
14 | David Bowser 17 | Heather Hay
Hannah Brewer
Chelsea Nolan
16 | Larry Miller PLEASE NOTE: If you do not see your Birthday or
24 | Shane Koontz Anniversary listed, please let us know in the church office. We
27 | Jennifer Brewer apologize if you were missed and we will make the necessary
28 | Laura Marchese corrections so that it does not happen again
Janet Mills
Janet Vid Tis e Ses5em
31 | Jen Schaefer e T e o

Make Your Blessings Count

Years ago, a newspaper shared the story of Mr. and Mrs. Davis Illingworth, an elderly Christian couple
known for quiet, faithful service. Early in their marriage, they decided to use the gifts God had given them
to bless others.

Through the years, they served through their church and in life-care retirement homes, offering time,
kindness and generosity wherever they were needed. When a foundation later honored them for their caring
philanthropy, they shared the motto that had guided their lives: “Count your blessings, and make your
blessings count.”

What a wonderful reminder that God’s gifts are meant to be shared for his glory.

Seeds of Victory

Months before the U.S. victory at the World War II Battle of Midway, important work was happening far
from the ocean. Code analysts were quictly studying Japanese messages, using early tools that came long
before the computers we know today. Their careful work helped crack a code and gave American forces the
warning they needed to avoid an ambush,

It makes you wonder what those long days felt like. Did the analysts ever grow tired of searching for
answers? Did they wonder whether their efforts mattered? Did they feel discouraged when the breakthrough
had not yet come?

We can understand that fecling. Christians sometimes grow weary, too. We wonder whether teaching
children about Jesus is making a difference. We wonder whether small acts of kindness, quiet prayers or
faithful service will ever bear fruit. We see sin, sorrow and brokenness around us and wonder how victory
will come.

But God sees what we cannot. No faithful work done for him is wasted. The Spirit who helps us plant seeds
of truth and love is also able to bring the harvest. And because of Christ, the final victory is already secure.
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October 2026 Novemnber 2026
Oﬁ.ﬂo Tm-. NON m Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr 5a
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 €& 7
4 5 6 7 8 8 1 g8 9 1w 11 12 13 14
12 13 1 15 18 17 13 16 17 18 19 20 2
8 19 20 21 2 282 4 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
25 26 21 28 28 30 31 28 30
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Sep 27 28 29 30 Oct1 2 3
6:00pm Thursday Night 7:00pm A New
Together Beginning
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Francis of Assisi, William Tyndale, Henry Melchior Q 7:00pm A New Massie L. Kennard,
renewer of the church franslator, martyr Muhlenberg, pastar. Beginning renewer of the chur
10:30am Sunday 7:00prm Miracles at pm Bible Study
Worship Waork Opr_Choir practice, |
5:00pm Pet 7:00pm Bell choir
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:30am Sunday 10:00am Prayer Shawl 3.1:00pm Bit Teresa of Avila (Teresa 7:00prm A New lgnatius, Bishop of
Worship Group b.bpﬁBxﬁwaﬁBQﬁmiw de Jesls), teacher, Beginning Antioch, martyr
00pm Miracles at " 7.00pm Bell.choir renewer of the church
Work 7:00pm Congregation
ouncil meefing...
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Tluke Evengelist | 7:00pm Miracies at :00pm.Bible Study___ James of Jerusalem,
00am Early Waorship. Work -00pm Choir practice | AL
10:30am Sunday 7:00pm Bell chgir | 7:00pm A New
Worship Beginning
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Reformation Sunday | i Pastor Away Pastor Away. Pastor Away 7-00pm A New i Reformation Day |
10:30am Sunday Philipp Nicolak; Johann | I3 7:00pm Miracles at Simon and Jude, Beginning
Worship Heermzann; Paul Work Apostles
Gerhardt; .Dbnﬂinwbtmhwnmnﬁm.n.ml._
hymnwriters 7:00pm. Bell choir_.

oifice@princeofpeacelatrobe.com

9/28/2026 10:54 AM




Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
1325 Mission Road

Latrobe, PA 15650

October 2026

1325 Mission Road
Latrobe, PA 15650

Call us at 724-537-7273

Send us email to

Visit us online at

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/poplatrobe

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Rev. William A, Schaefer, Pastor

Cur Mission Statement

Prince of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church
is a loving family, forgiven by Jesus Christ,
who through prayer and the work of the Holy
Spirit are called to be actively living, learning,
and growing in the Word of God and are

office@princeofpeacelatrobe.com

www.princeofpeacelatrobe.com

Sunday Worship is at 10:30 AM

being sent out to share the Gospel with our
neighbors through our words and deeds.

We are a member congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
its Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod.

We serve the Greater Latrobe community as
part of the Greater Latrobe Ministerial
Association.




